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Unexpected Missionaries

by Adventist Mission

Alvaro and Natalia never planned to become missionaries on a
far-off island.

The couple had been happily married for nine years in Chile. He
worked as a dentist for the Seventh-day Adventist Church. She
was a physical therapist at Chile Adventist University. They had a
3-year-old daughter, Catalina.

Then they heard a sermon about Adventist Volunteer Service, an
organization where Adventists can volunteer to help the
Adventist world church in its mission to proclaim the gospel
around the world. They felt that God was calling them to
volunteer.

“Can we do this as a family?” Alvaro and Natalia asked each other. They felt terribly old. It seemed like
only university students and young people in their 20s volunteered with Adventist Volunteer Service.
Alvaro and Natalia were both 35 years old.

The couple spoke with the university pastor, who had made the appeal in his sermon. The pastor
assured them that God calls people of all ages to be missionaries. So, the couple took volunteer training
at the university and looked for job openings on VividFaith.org, an Adventist Church website where
people can apply for volunteer positions. They felt drawn to an opening for volunteers to serve a year on
remote volcanic Easter Island, and they applied for the position.

A short time later, the couple received the news that their application had been accepted, and they
were asked to leave for Easter Island in two weeks. They were surprised about the speed with which
God had answered their prayers. It was their first lesson as missionaries. They saw that God was in
charge, and they needed to submit to His plans.

Two weeks later, the family boarded a plane and flew 5 hours and 30 minutes to Easter Island. They
landed at an airport that is considered to be the most remote in the world. It is located about 2,350
miles (3,780 km) from the next nearest airport.

A very different culture greeted the family. While the Roman Catholic influence was strong on mainland
Chile, people on the island leaned on ancestral teachings. On mainland Chile, everyone spoke Spanish,
but on the island, everyone spoke the Rapanui language. Alvaro and Natalia had never felt trapped on
mainland Chile, which is one of the longest countries in the world, stretching about 2,650 miles (4,265
km) from the north to the south. But Easter Island covered only 63 square miles (101 sq km), and most of
its 3,800 people lived in the capital, Hanga Roa. Food was never a problem on mainland Chile, but bread
was rationed on the island. Sometimes there was no flour. Food arrived by boat, and the tides didn’t
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always allow the boats to dock. Complicating matters, the couple quickly learned that many islanders
didn’t like people from the mainland. This made it difficult to make friends and gain people’s trust.
Remembering how quickly God had brought them to the island, Alvaro and Natalia decided to trust in
Him and take His hand.

Then God began to work in an amazing way.

Alvaro worked in tourism rather than dentistry in order to meet more people and better promote the
Seventh-day Adventist church. Natalia got a job at the local hospital. They bought a small motorcycle
and went door to door, making visits and giving Bible studies.

The couple was also responsible for leading the local Adventist church, which had 10 elderly members
when they arrived. For the next year, Alvaro and Natalia did everything that a pastor does except baptize
and officiate weddings. They even conducted a funeral.

As they worked at the church, they reopened clubs for Pathfinders and Adventurers that had previously
been closed. To their delight, about 25 children showed up for the first meeting. As the months passed,
the number of children grew and grew. The couple trained local Master Guides and placed the
Pathfinder and Adventurer clubs into their hands. When they left, the two clubs had 95 children, and the
children were bringing their parents to church on Sabbath. One Pathfinder and his mother had been
baptized. A pastor flew to the island to carry out the baptism.

Alvaro and Natalia said it was a challenging year, but they wouldn’t change anything about it.

“Thanks to God, the church now has local leadership on the island, and the Pathfinder and Adventurer
clubs have remained open,” Natalia said. “We believe that God did a lot in the year that we were there.
He opened the way.”

Alvaro, Natalia, and Catalina served as Adventist Volunteer Service missionaries for one year on Easter
Island after hearing a sermon at Chile Adventist University and receiving volunteer training there. This
story has been shared with permission of Adventist Mission.
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World Church: Pray for the pastors and elders of our world church. Pray for your local
pastor and leaders. Pray for their families and that God will pour out His Holy Spirit
upon them without measure. Pray for protection from the attacks of the enemy.

Spain: Pray for the members of the San Sebastian Seventh-day Adventist Church.
There is only one church in the province, so they are planning to plant a new worship
group in another city. The challenges are great so pray for the Holy Spirit to guide and
lead at all times.

Poland: Pray for the Ktodzka SDA Church. It is a small church of about twenty people,
and the members are earnestly seeking the power of the Holy Spirit to revive and
reform each person. Pray that His work in this church will be a mighty light and
inspiration to others in the community.

Philippines: Pray for the Voice of Youth evangelistic series on December 19-31, 2025.
This series is one piece of the ground preparation for a church planting in that area.
Pray that the team of young people from the Adventist University of the Philippines
who will be speaking and that the members of the church will be united in their
mission and service to Jesus.

Fiji: Pray for The Lifestyle Medicine Retreat/Health Center, an initiative to strengthen
and heal church and community members and draw them to the true Healer, Jesus.
Pray that those who have experienced this will be excited to continue sharing simple
health remedies and the original health message with those around them.

Dominican Republic of Congo: Pray for Train Them to Fish International (TT2F), a
ministry targeting the mega urban window of Kinshasa, the capital city of the country
and the largest French speaking city worldwide. This city has over 21 million people
but only a few Adventists. Train Them to Fish International seeks to train 1000
Adventist lay member volunteers to comb the streets two by two and invite interests
to connect with Bible studies in a nearby tent. Pray that all involved in this integrated
mission will be dedicated to Jesus and filled with His Spirit each day and that the Holy
Spirit will go ahead of them to prepare hearts of those in this city.

Nigeria: Pray for Lagos City Media Evangelism, an evangelistic series in January and
February of 2026. Pray for the churches in the area as they partner with Hope
Channel International to share the hope of Jesus with those in this city.



