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A team of volunteers from across Zambia and around the world
arrived at David Kaunda National Technical Secondary School in
Lusaka, Zambia, the location where we would offer Schools in
Discipleship to over two hundred of the finest teachers from
across Zambia. There were roughly twenty early childhood
instructors and administrators from every province, all coming
together at the invitation of the Ministry of Education.

I sat in front of the grand assembly of educators that first day
and watched and prayed as they all filed into the meeting hall.
When I was introduced, after praying, my first order of business
was to call for revival. I wanted to train these leaders to be
disciple makers for Jesus, but how can any teacher, parent,
grandparent, or believer anywhere disciple the new generations 

Who Will Pray for Me?

without first themselves being called to revival with Jesus?

“We have three agenda items here during our days together,” I told the group that first morning.
“Number one is for each of us to experience a revival with Jesus Christ. Number two is to learn how to
live daily as a disciple of Jesus. Number three is to grow as a disciple maker of each of your students.”

The top teachers and administrators from across Zambia all looked at me in cold silence. Many of them
had their arms crossed. I’m sure that they were all in shock. They weren’t used to such a strange
agenda. They were used to coming together to discuss curriculum and discipline strategies in the
classroom. There were all kinds of other issues that would be normal for government schoolteachers to
consider, but this revival agenda was quite foreign to them. No one smiled. I prayed earnestly, “God, we
need breakthroughs here!”

I opened my Bible to Revelation chapter three and shared from Jesus’ Last Love Letter, His message to
Laodicea. Still there were not too many smiles, and the room was dreadfully silent. After sharing a full
message from the Word, and giving them a challenge, we sent all the teams into ten different
classrooms, each classroom representing a different province. We kept praying. We prayed for the
people by name. We prayed for those whom God had called. And the Holy Spirit began to do what was
impossible with man.

As you can imagine, there was great diversity in that crowd. Of course, there were believers from all
different kinds of denominations, but there were also unbelievers there. There were people who held to
the traditional religions and thoughts. But despite all these differences and influences, God began to
move mightily.
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Some hours later, I got a report from one of our teams in one of the classrooms. One of the renowned
educators had stood up and with tears in her eyes asked the group, “Who will pray for me? I’m under
conviction, as I heard the Word earlier this morning. I’m under conviction that I need to repent. I need to
turn around and make things right in my life.”

No one moved in the room. She continued, “My best friend stole my husband. And I have been so angry,
so full of hatred towards her that I wanted to destroy her. I tried to do all kinds of things to hurt her. I
even tried to take her life. Today I am repenting. I want to make things right with her. Who will pray for
me?”

Everyone was shocked. Some of them were thinking, “What’s gone wrong in this training? This is not the
kind of meetings we have for government schoolteachers.”

Despite her pleas for prayer, no one moved. The precious educator, who had just testified, then got
down on her knees in front of her colleagues as she lifted her hands up to heaven. “Who will pray for
me?” she begged again, as she started sobbing before the Lord.

Shyly one teacher came up and prayed awkwardly that God would bless her. And then another one, and
yet another one. And then finally the educator stood up and she said boldly, “I know what I must do. I
must call the woman who stole my husband right now!” Her colleagues tried to calm her, telling her she
could wait. “Oh, no, I’m under conviction. I must do this right now!” she insisted. She ran out of the room
and called the woman who had stolen her husband.

When the woman answered the phone, she was terrified. “Why are you calling me?” the shocked
woman asked suspiciously.

The educator answered, “Because I have met Jesus Christ in the written Word of God today. I am under
conviction that I must make things right with you. Please, please, will you forgive me for how I have
harbored bitter hatred towards you all these years since you took my husband?”

“Is this a trick? Are you trying to get me to drop my guard when I’m around you, and you’ll try to hurt me
still?” the young woman asked.

“No,” the educator responded. “Jesus Christ has given me a new heart, and He’s put a new Spirit in me,
and I am asking for your forgiveness. Will you please forgive me for how I have treated you?”

The young woman who used to be her best friend started crying on the other end of the line. Now her
heart was moved. “Will you forgive me for wrecking your home and your family?” she begged.

“Yes, I will,” replied the educator.

Some days after that phone call, there was a knock at the educator’s home door, and her little girl ran
out to see who had come to visit. Seeing the young woman at the door who had stolen her daddy from
her mother, and knowing that her mother hated this young woman, the little girl was terrified. Afraid that
there would be a horrible fight in their home, the little girl ran inside her bedroom, closed the door, and
hid under some pillows and blankets.

As she waited to see what would happen, she heard the front door open and her mother’s calm voice,
inviting the young woman inside. Then there was silence.



“Oh no! What terrible thing must have happened!” she wondered fearfully.

The little girl came out from hiding and ran out to see if there had been a terrible fight, or if someone had
died. She was so scared. But much to her shock, she found her mother—the educator—sitting down,
smiling, and quietly laughing as she and her former friend, the young woman, were talking together. The
little girl spoke up, “Mommy, Mommy, how can you be so happy to see this lady who stole Daddy? How
can you laugh with her? How can you talk with her? How can you smile at her?”

With tears in her eyes, the educator softly responded to her daughter. “Baby, Jesus has given me a new
heart, and He has given me the love to forgive my friend and to ask her to forgive me for hating her.”

This miracle was so special and so dramatic that when the teachers at the training heard the story of the
educator forgiving her enemy, the Holy Spirit convicted many more souls.

In another classroom, a renowned educator from another province stood up and asked, “Who will pray
for me? I’m a bitter, bitter man. I have pushed my son away from me for many years. He has greatly
wronged me and hurt my family name. He disrespected me. Because of all he did, I did what all fathers
are expected to do. I pushed him away and told him I never wanted to see or talk to him again. But as I
listen to the Word of God, I’m called to have the heart surgery promised in Ezekiel 36. I have asked God
to do that heart surgery and to cut out my bitterness. Who will pray for me? I want this to be a
completed work, and I want God to help me know what to do for my son.”

He got down on his knees. Again, everyone was stunned in the room. They didn’t know what to do with
this man’s request. They were not used to receiving prayer requests at their teachers’ training meetings.
Finally, some got up and prayed for him. This man then got up from his knees, and immediately, as the
Spirit of God convicted him, went out of the room, and called his son on the phone. His son answered
the call and heard the voice of his father for the first time in many years.

“Dad…Dad, is that you?” the son asked with surprise.

“Yes, my son,” the father answered.

“Why are you calling me? This is not according to tradition!” the son said incredulously. “Why are you
calling me? I’m the one who has wronged you.”

The father began to weep on the phone. “Son, it is I who have wronged you. I have not forgiven you. I
have chosen to resent you. I pushed you away. I refused to talk with you. You and your wife have given
birth to my grandson, and I’ve never even met him. Will you forgive me for pushing you away? Will you
forgive me for not forgiving you?”

“Dad, are you for real?” the son asked again. He was quite shocked, not believing what this could mean.
“Yes son. Will you forgive me?”

Then it was the son’s turn to weep. “Father, yes, I forgive you. Will you forgive me too for how I treated
you?”

That night the father and son began a new chapter of life. “Come here to the school in Lusaka where
we’re having Schools in Discipleship,” the father invited. “Come. I want to see you again right away. I 



don’t want to wait any longer to see my grandson for the first time.” Within 24 hours, three generations
were reunited because the Spirit of God had healed what was terribly broken.

My friend, that is what the Spirit of God is longing to do for every one of us. He wants to call the parents
back to the children and the children back to the parents, and He will do this if we humble ourselves
before Him. God promises in His Word:

“Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the
LORD. He will turn the hearts of the fathers back to their children and the hearts of the children to their
fathers, so that I will not come and strike the land with complete destruction.” Malachi 4:5-6

The stories didn’t stop. God’s Spirit continued to be poured out on those training sessions with the top
educators from across the provinces of Zambia. Miracle after miracle took place. It didn’t take long for
the leadership in the Ministry of Education to hear the amazing revival stories taking place. As a result,
they came to meet me and called me into a room there at the school where we were training. “We have
never seen a meeting like this before,” they told me. “We want to see God do this work of revival and
discipling with all our teachers in every province of Zambia!” God has been continuing to lead and this
revival is taking place even today.

Don MacLafferty is president of In Discipleship, an intergenerational revival ministry impacting the lives of
both young and old. He has authored more than 10 books. This testimony comes from his book of faith
stories titled “God Still Lives.” You can read the whole book at this link. Pastor Don currently assists the
General Conference Ministerial Association as a volunteer and leads out with Back to the Altar training
programs all around the world. This story was also published with Time to Get Ready Ministries. For
more information and other stories like this, visit www.timetogetready.org.
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World Church: Pray for the Holy Spirit to give wisdom to General Conference
president Elder Erton Köhler, Executive Secretary Rick McEdward, and Treasurer
Elder Paul Douglas as they navigate new roles in leadership and the many
complexities that come with their positions. Pray for their spouses, their children, and
their focus on mission.
United States: Pray for Emmanuel Prayer Ministry as they host a two week revival
beginning September 6. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be poured out on the speaker,
the church members, and the community, and that many hearts will be drawn to
Jesus.
Philippines: Please pray for the ongoing ground preparation of a church planting
effort in the Philippines. Every member of the church’s Malachi Prayer Group is
involved in conducting children’s Sabbath School, adult Bible study class, home
visitation, health lectures, or music lessons. Pray that as they conduct this multi-
faceted, company evangelism approach, Jesus will be revealed to the community and
many will be drawn to Him.
Trinidad: Pray for the Maraval SDA Church. They will be hosting four half-nights of
prayer and prayer walks each month from September through the end of the year for
the purpose of reconnecting with the community and missing members of the church.
Pray that this will be a time when all draw together in unity and peace.
Uganda: Pray for the Paidha SDA Town Church as they seek to enter an area that has
very few members in a city of thousands. Pray that the church members will be drawn
close to Jesus and revitalized for the battle ahead.
Australia: Pray for the upcoming Bible Prophecy seminar to be held at Wantirna SDA
Church in October and November. Pray that the members will be united and
passionate about sharing the Gospel. Please pray for the Holy Spirit to work on the
hearts of all those who will attend each night and the home visits that result.
Venezuela: Pray for the Bilingual Bicultural Church, a church for deaf people. This
church is currently worshipping, hosting activities, and baptizing in the same place of
worship as another local church but desperately needs its own space. Pray that this
church will not only find God’s location for them to worship and serve but also that
the members will be a great light to their local community and to the deaf community
at large.

World Church Prayer Requests
SEPTEMBER 5 — 11, 2025


